"Just because you have the data doesn't mean you understand the system. It's important to come down and view the landscape and in our case view the glaciers, and see how the glaciers are reacting to these changing environments. And that feeds into our understanding and our nonquantitative knowledge."
This non-quantitative knowledge is something that interests me greatly as an artist and in part, the purpose of my work is to give the public access to climate and weather information and instrumentation in order to help people understand our connection to the atmosphere and promote greater harmony with these natural forces. This full interview, as well as audio and video interviews with nearly 20 other science researchers and a preview of a short video documentary, raw sound recordings, images, video clips, and project updates are accessible to the public on my website www.90degreessouth.org. Why am I so interested in the Arctic and Antarctic in relation to new technologies? Many contemporary environmentalists now look to technology as a way to achieve authentic natural experiences without the danger of human impact. This is a radical departure from the philosophy of the traditional naturalist. The environmentalist movement born in the late 19th century stressed the importance of a direct, sensual and unmediated confrontation with nature. Emerson, Thoreau and the transcendentalists suggested that indirect mediated experience of nature robs humanity of a fundamental and universal human truth. But direct, human experience of nature also transforms it. Humans have occupied nearly every land mass for hundreds of thousands of years, making identifying an environment untouched by human technology very difficult. The Arctic and Antarctic have historically been two of these rare, unspoiled places. That is, until now. Through the vast melting of the Arctic ice sheet and the resulting concerns about the Antarctic ice sheet, these untouchable places now appear dramatically denaturalized. Remote, dangerous and unavoidably mediated, the poles offer a potential model for finding a way to create authentic, technologically transmitted experience.
Writing nearly 100 years ago of the harsh Antarctic environment, Richard Byrd realized that living simply, in touch with the earth's natural rhythms, is not only possible, but actually beneficial: "It occurred to me then that half the confusion in the world comes from not knowing how little we need." 
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